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the work of the Health Foundation from its 
start. As a result, she has been a catalyst for 
systemic and policy changes in everything 
from community development and affordable 
housing to food insecurity and nutrition. 

Madam Speaker, the impact of Dr. Yost’s 
advocacy in the field of public health cannot 
be understated. She has helped the founda-
tion fund grants supporting everything from re-
entry programs for formerly incarcerated peo-
ple to initiatives to address childhood trau-
ma—Dr. Yost has been relentless in her pur-
suit to help others. 

Dr. Yost is driven by a genuine desire to do 
good. She has beautifully blended the work of 
philanthropy, government, and the nonprofit 
sector in a way that alters the trajectory of 
people’s lives and serves as a model for pub-
lic health across the country. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress and all the people in whose 
lives Dr. Yost has made positive and immeas-
urable differences, it is my great privilege to 
thank and recognize Dr. Janice B. Yost for her 
service to the people of Massachusetts and 
her tireless efforts to create a more just and 
equitable world. 
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Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
this Black History Month, I am proud to cele-
brate local trailblazers who have lifted up our 
community and those who dedicate their time 
and talent to preserve local African American 
heritage. I rise today in immense gratitude of 
Robert Scott, Jr., a lifetime public servant. Mr. 
Scott was born in 1954 and it was during an 
impressionable age when he witnessed seg-
regation, brutality, marches, resisting through 
nonviolence and the numerous assassinations 
of national civil rights activists and prominent 
figures, such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Malcom X, as well as Robert F. and John F. 
Kennedy. But he also witnessed the change 
and improvements that emanated. His parents 
were Robert, an insurance agent and Doris 
Scott, a school principal. He graduated from 
Chamberlain High School and then from Be-
thune Cookman University with a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration. He also 
graduated from the University of South Florida 
Institute of Government Executive Fellows 
Program. 

Mr. Scott started with the City of Tampa as 
a personnel analyst and retired after 30 years 
as Division Manager of its Solid Waste De-
partment in 2010. During his decades of serv-
ice, he witnessed improvements in leadership 
and was proud to be part of diversifying lead-
ership within city government. For decades, 
City of Tampa and Hillsborough County em-
ployees supported an annual local MLK tribute 
through a scholarship fund and downtown 
march, and Mr. Scott was part of that effort 
during his tenure at the City of Tampa. He 
also served on the City of Tampa Black His-
tory Committee. He is now the owner of Scott 
Travel Agency, which specializes in group and 

cruise travel to all regions of the world. He un-
derstands that learning about other cultures 
provides a better perspective of how to treat 
people. Mr. Scott was one of the founders that 
established the MLK Foundation to build a 
family-friendly parade that started in 2015, 
fund scholarships for deserving students and 
honor community heroes that uphold the leg-
acy of Dr. King. Today, the MLK Foundation 
hosts one of the largest MLK parades in the 
southeastern United States and engages with 
businesses, community organizations and en-
tertainment—over the past few years, numer-
ous bands from Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities have participated in the annual 
parade. In fact, 2022 was the first time ever 
that the largest HBCU bands in the country, 
Florida’s own Bethune Cookman University 
and Florida A&M University, marched to-
gether. He hopes Tampa’s MLK parade in-
spires all cities throughout the state to host 
their own in an effort to unify entire commu-
nities. 

Mr. Scott has been a member of First Union 
Missionary Baptist Church for 48 years. He is 
a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
and a 32nd degree Mason. He has served on 
other boards and committees such as the Na-
tional Safety Council Executive Board, Amer-
ican Cancer Society, Gasparilla Parade, Super 
Bowl committee, and is a Certified Manager of 
the Solid Waste Association of North America. 
He is married to his beautiful wife, Barbara, 
and has four children, Michael, Pavonne, Rob-
ert III and Jason. 

Mr. Scott understands fully how remem-
bering our history, no matter how dark, can be 
used towards a better future. He also knows 
that preserving our own heritage is just as im-
portant as learning about other heritages from 
all over the world. Madam Speaker, on behalf 
of a grateful nation and Tampa Bay commu-
nity, I am proud to recognize the service and 
leadership of Robert Scott, Jr. 
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, our 
friends in Azerbaijan paused last week to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the 
Khojaly tragedy and it is right that we join our 
allies in this remembrance. 

Since the beginning of the armed conflict 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan in the late 
1980s, it is reported that the Khojaly tragedy, 
which happened on February 25 and 26, 
1992, was the deadliest in this conflict, result-
ing in hundreds of lives lost, families dev-
astated, and the town destroyed. 

Although a cease-fire was negotiated in 
1994, the conflict is ongoing and flares peri-
odically, most recently in 2020. It remains my 
hope and prayer that the barriers to peace 
that have persisted for the last three decades 
can be resolved. 

2022 also marks the 30th anniversary of the 
U.S. and Azerbaijan establishing diplomatic re-
lations. Since then, Azerbaijan has been a key 
partner in the War on Terror, and the two na-
tions share a Trade Relations Agreement and 
a Bilateral Investment Treaty. 

The anniversary of this tragedy is an appro-
priate time to remember the lives of all the 
men, women, and children who were killed, 
and to recommit to working together to pre-
vent such atrocities from occurring again. 
Long-term peace, security, and regional co-
operation are in the best interests of the entire 
region of the South Caucasus and the world. 
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it 
is with a heavy heart and solemn remem-
brance that I rise today to pay tribute to a phe-
nomenal woman of God, dedicated early child-
hood educator, and beloved role model, Mrs. 
Robena Gaines Flakes. Sadly, Mrs. Flakes de-
parted to her eternal reward on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2022. A homegoing service cele-
brating the life of this exceptional woman was 
held on Saturday, February 12, 2022, at 11:00 
AM at Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
located at 5230 Lee Road 235 in Phenix City, 
Alabama. 

Mrs. Robena Gaines Flakes was born in 
Phenix City, Alabama in 1935. After grad-
uating from South Girard High School, she 
went on to study Early Childhood Education at 
Morris Brown College and Columbus State 
University. She also attended American Bap-
tist Theology College at the Friendship Baptist 
Church campus in Columbus, Georgia. 

Mrs. Flakes was a loving mother to her chil-
dren and was a supportive wife to her late 
husband, Rev. Dr. Johnny H. Flakes, Jr. She 
was the compassionate first lady to his con-
gregations at Fourth Street Missionary Baptist 
Church in Columbus, Georgia and Good Hope 
Missionary Baptist Church in Phenix City, Ala-
bama. Together they used their deep and 
abiding faith in the Lord to make a tremen-
dous impact on their community, state, and 
nation. Their son, Rev. Dr. Johnny H. Flakes, 
III now pastors Fourth Street Missionary Bap-
tist Church and, in addition, previously 
pastored Good Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church as did his father before him. 

Mrs. Flakes was also the Founding Director 
of the Fourth Street Daycare Center (now the 
Robena Gaines Flakes Daycare) which was 
established in 1993. During her tenure as Di-
rector, the center expanded its roster from 56 
children to over 150 children. She also ex-
panded the facility as well as its programs and 
services to include an after-school program for 
elementary school students. It was also the 
first daycare to receive the ‘‘Center of Distinc-
tion Award’’ from the state of Georgia. She 
served in this capacity for 12 years until she 
retired as Director in 2005 and went on to 
serve as a Consultant. 

Mrs. Flakes received several accolades and 
awards for her work with the youth. These 
awards include the Rosa Parks Women of 
Courage Award from the Gamma Tau Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
and the Gracious Ladies of Georgia Award. 
She also served as President of The East Ala-
bama Women’s Association. 

Mrs. Flakes accomplished many things in 
her life but none of these would have been 
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